A RESOLUTION BY 03- 2-0405

Councilwoman Mary Norwood:

Authorizing the Mayor and the City of Atlanta to hereby impose a temporary
moratorium to study and evaluate the potential impact of the demolition and of any
residential structure over 50 years old that is currently or formerly was used for
human habitation and located in any residentially zoned district for a period of 120
days from the enactment hereof; and during this period of moratorium no employee
or official of the City of Atlanta shall accept an application for a permit, nor issue a
permit that would authorize any activity in connection with a demolition of a
structure within the scope of this moratorium.

Whereas, the City of Atlanta is widely recognized for the quality of its
neighborhoods; and

Whereas, the continued vitality and rejuvenation of its neighborhoods has
contributed substantially to the growth of the City’s tax base and helped the City to meet
its revenue needs; and

Whereas, the City has a diversity and abundance of neighborhoods that have
resulted in a net growth in the population of the incorporated area of the City; and

Whereas, the City has previously found that the City’s existing tree canopy is an
important and essential element of its neighborhoods and has passed an ordinance to
preserve and protect such trees; and

Whereas, the demolition of an existing house and the construction of a new one
often results in the destruction of mature trees; and

Whereas, Atlanta’s neighborhoods are desirable because they are viewed as well
established and well developed neighborhoods whose character is enhanced by the
presence of existing homes with cultural, architectural, and historical significance; and

Whereas, the preservation of such homes is an important and essential element of
preserving the character of many of Atlanta’s residential neighborhoods; and

Whereas, the City Council finds that the demolition and destruction of residential
structures that have potential cultural, architectural, or historical significance is occurring
and threatens the character and quality of the City’s neighborhoods; and

Whereas, the City desires to study the impact of such demolitions and to prevent
any further demolitions while it undertakes such study;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA as follows:




SECTION 1. In order to study and evaluate the potential impact of such demolitions on
the City of Atlanta, and to pass such legislation as may be found necessary as a result of
such study, the City of Atlanta hereby imposes a temporary moratorium on the
demolition of any residential structure over 50 years old that currently or formerly was
used human for habitation and located in any residentially zoned district for a period of
120 days from the enactment hereof.

SECTION 2. During the period of this temporary moratorium no employee or official of
the City of Atlanta shall accept an application for a permit, nor issue a permit that would
authorize any activity in connection with a demolition of a structure within the scope of
this moratorium. Any demolition applied for or authorized after final passage of this
ordinance shall automatically be stayed until this moratorium expires or is rescinded and
shall thereafter be required to comply with the standards adopted in any new ordinance.
The acceptance of an application or the granting of a permit in violation of this provision
shall not confer any rights on the applicant or holder of the permit.

SECTION 3. The owner of any structure which is an imminent danger to public health
or safety may apply for an exemption from this provision and shall be entitled to a permit
or other approval for demolition upon presenting a certification from a licensed engineer
or architect that the residential structure for which demolition is sought poses an
imminent danger to health or safety which can only be abated by its demolition. Such
application shall be presented to the Bureau of Buildings, which, upon presentation of a
sufficient certification as described above shall post notice of the request for demolition
approval on the property for a period of no less than 15 days and any person wishing to
challenge such request shall have 15 days from such posting in which to appeal any
preliminary approval to the Board of Zoning Adjustments. The Board of Zoning
Adjustments shall approve such demolition only if the applicant proves that the structure
poses an imminent danger to health of safety that can only be abated by demolition.

SECTION 4: That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith
be and the same are hereby repealed.




